
The SLTA is pleased and proud to provide this newsletter to our members.  It is one 
of the many benefits of your membership!  We also recognize that many people are 
looking at ways of becoming ñgreenerò.  If you would like to receive future 
newsletters via e -mail, please go to your computer RIGHT NOW and send an e -
mail to Wendy Thienes, Executive Director at wendy.thienes@gmail.com, with 
the subject line GO GREEN.  Then, watch your e-mail for the March newsletter!  If 
you prefer to have a hard copy mailed out, we will be pleased to continue to provide 
this service.  Dollars saved in postage can be redirected to enhance these other 
member benefits: 

¶ Trustee Training program 

¶ Presentation of a speaker at the SLA 
Conference 

¶ Ongoing advocacy activities such as 
regular press releases and annual 
preparation of a Brief to the Minister of 
Education 

¶ Availability of a promotional  display unit 
for use by regional and/or local libraries 

Shown here is the SLTA expo display unit 
which was unveiled at the Government & 
Public Libraries Forum in October.  Library 
Systems may borrow the unit for display at 
their local library.  Please contact Wendy at 
wendy.thienes@gmail.com for further 
information. 

GO GREEN!  
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Coming Events & Education 

SLTA Brief to the Minister 
Tuesday, November 24 

 
Education Institute 

Tuesday, November 24 
7:00 pm EST 

10 Mistakes Boards Make 
with Ken Haycock 
Audio Conference 

Visit www.thepartnership.ca 
for more information. 

 

Round Dance 
Friday, February 26, 2010 

Star Blanket First Nation (Lebret) 
 
 

SLTA Board Meeting 
February 26 & 27 in Regina 

 
 

SLA Conference 
May 6-8, 2010 in Regina 

ñDiverse Communities, One Voiceò 
 
 

LIBRARY ADVOCACY NOW! 
Resources available at: 

http://www.cla.ca/divisions/capl/
advocacy 

 

Special points of 

interest:  

¶ Government & 

Libraries Forum 

¶ Library on 20th 

Street 

¶ Burstall Branch 

Library 30th 

Anniversary 

¶ 3rd Annual Round 

Dance 

¶ Lifetime 

Membership Call for 

Nominations 



On October 19 & 20, library trustees, staff and government representatives 
met in Regina for the first Government & Libraries Forum, organized 
through the Provincial Library.  The Forum opened with an Elder Prayer by 
Mike Pinay, followed by greetings from the Honourable Ken Krawetz, 
Deputy Premier and Minister of Education.  Councillor Bev Dubois, 
President of the SLTA, brought greetings on behalf of our association, and 
Barbara Kelly, President of the Saskatchewan Libraries Association, 
brought greetings on behalf of the SLA. 

Delegates then heard from keynote speaker, Martin Gomez, Director of 
Library Services at San Mateo County Library in California.  Mr. Gomez 
shared several insights and referenced publications from the Urban 
Libraries Council, of which he served as President and CEO from 2004-
2008. 

Maureen Woods, CEO of the Alberta Library, and former Provincial 
Librarian of Saskatchewan, addressed the group during lunch. 

On Monday, each participant was able to participate in two of five key discussion areas featuring 
panelists with experience in the defined areas: Community Economic Development, First Nations 
and Métis Success, Literacy Services, Rural Services and Services to New Immigrants. 

Key ideas were captured by group facilitators and  relayed back to the larger group during a plenary 
session.  This activity was further expanded the second day when participants selected one of the 

above topics to participate in a facilitated discussion.  Once 
again, key ideas and possible action items were shared with 
the larger group. 

A Monday evening reception featured keynote address by 
Punch Jackson, Executive Director , Alberta Municipal Affairs
-Public Library Services.  The Forum concluded with 
comments from Assistant Deputy Minister of Education 
Darren McKee.  Excellent representation from both the 
libraries community and government contributed to the 
success of this Forum.  

In keeping with the theme of  ñFinding Our Common Groundò, 
trustees should try to ensure that advocacy and lobbying efforts address the fit between libraries and 
government by focusing on the governmentôs goals of economic growth and security and specific 
departmentôs goals.  Government representatives from a variety of departments were present and it 
became clear that libraries can find a fit between our goals and those of many government 
departments.  A listing of ministries and goals can be found at www.gov.sk.ca/ministries-agencies. 

The SLTA will continue to explore our goals in relation to those of various government departments 
as we prepare our ongoing advocacy efforts.  We look forward to continued, open dialogue with our 
government colleagues and are hopeful that common ground will be found, which will benefit our 
patrons and members.  

Government & Libraries Forum-October 19 & 20 
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SLTA President, Councillor Bev 
Dubois, brings greetings on behalf 
of the SLTA 

http://www.gov.sk.ca/ministries-agencies
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Saskatoon Public Library started another chapter of its history when the doors 
swung open to its newest branch, The Library on 20th Street.   

Residents in the Saskatoon communities of Riversdale, Pleasant Hill, King George, 
Westmount and Caswell Hill are now enjoying more accessible library service since 
the branch opened this past July.   

Saskatoon Public Library leases the building from Saskatchewan Housing 
Corporation, which also constructed an affordable housing project on the site. Both 
are adjacent to the Station 20 West 
Community Enterprise Centre, a partnership 
between two community-based organizations. 
The 5,600 square-foot neighbourhood branch 
serves nine schools and a population of over 
16,000.  

Library staff are working closely with community groups and 
organizations to deliver programs, services, electronic resources and 
reading materials that promote literacy and improve quality of life. Staff 
have reported excellent attendance at a number of innovative programs 
including Family Cree Conversation, English Practice, Homework Help, 
Seniors Drop-in Coffee Mornings and craft programs.  

Saskatoon Public Library is comprised of a central library and seven branch libraries.   

The Burstall Branch Library, a branch of the Chinook Regional Library, celebrated thirty years of library 
service with a very successful special event and barbecue held on Wednesday September 16th. It was a 
lovely evening and the town turned out in force (110 people) to support the library and enjoy hotdogs, 
hamburgers and cake. Burstall patrons, particularly the younger ones, were greatly entertained by magician 
Trevor Moore and Valentine the clown (Rita Roth).  
 
The event also celebrated recent improvements made to the library. Fresh paint, signs, decals and a couple 
of new shelving units have made a big difference to the look and feel of the library. Laura Emery, Assistant 
Director of the Chinook Regional Library, attended the 
event to present Janet Albrecht, Burstallôs Library Board 
Chairperson, with new books for the libraryôs collection. 
The Chinook Regional Library wanted to acknowledge the 
excellent work the library staff, Librarian Karen 
Dieterle and her Assistant Cindy Ressler, and the Burstall 
Library Board trustees have done in providing library 
service to the community of Burstall. 
 
Take a look at Burstallôs success on Youtube at  
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mdiXBSxN4To 

Burstall Library Celebrates 30 Years-Live on YouTube! 

The Library on 20th Street 

Computers are a popular resource 
at The Library on 20th Street. 
Saskatoon Public Library photo  

A group art project at the Grand Opening 
celebrations held on August 29.                           
Saskatoon Public Library photo  

Assistant Director, Laura Emery (right) presents new books to 
Burstall Branch Chairperson, Janet Albrecht (left) 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mdiXBSxN4To

